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Over the past four years, it has been my respon-
sibility to serve all Beneficiaries of the Labrador 
Inuit Land Claims Agreement to the best of my 
ability.

I have been sustained by this single principle 
simply because I am so proud to be Inuk, proud 
of my culture and identity, proud of where we’ve 
come from as a people and as a government, and 
proud of where we are headed.

When I took the oath of office, I swore that 
I would be faithful to Labrador Inuit, and that 
I would obey, observe, uphold and maintain 
our Constitution and all other Inuit laws. I also 
pledged to protect and promote the rights and 

responsibilities of all Labrador Inuit, and to devote myself to the wellbeing of 
Nunatsiavut.

I feel I have honored these commitments and while my decision not to seek 
re-election was a difficult one, I do believe the time has come for me to move on 
to begin another chapter in my life.

I truly believe we are at a crossroads in our history as a people. I think, in fact, 
I know, we are on the right track, and I am extremely excited about the future – 
one in which Nunatsiavut, Our Beautiful Land, will be much stronger – because 
of what we have all done together.

Our challenges will be many and seem complex at times. This will never 
change. Still, it is important we remain focused and believe in ourselves. By do-
ing so, the future will always be ours. 

As a young girl growing up in Nain, I never dreamed I would ever to go into 
politics, but I was raised to believe that it was important to give back to your 
community, in some way or another. That is the Inuit way.

It’s been an honor to be your president, and I will always be thankful for your 
support, understanding, commitment and loyalty. I kindly ask that you provide 
the new president the same level of support given to me over the past four years.

Farewell message  
from President Leo
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Flooding of Muskrat Falls reservoir must  
not be allowed until full clearing is carried out

Hundreds of Labrador Inuit will be pushed above regulatory 
guidelines for exposure to methylmercury if the Muskrat 
Falls reservoir is not fully cleared of all wood, brush, vegeta-
tion and topsoil, according to a Harvard University report 
released April 18.

The Lake Melville Scientific Report is the result of 
four years of a multi-pronged investigation that has led to 
important scientific discoveries about how methylmercury 
accumulates in the Lake Melville ecosystem and how it 
will impact Inuit who rely on Lake Melville for food and 
resources.

 “The independent research confirms that our concerns 
are valid,” says Nunatsiavut President Sarah Leo. “Steps 
must be taken to mitigate as much as possible increases in 
methylmercury exposures for Inuit living downstream from 
the project. Until full clearing is carried out, flooding must 
not be allowed to take place. It’s as simple as that.”

The research indicates that flooding will cause a sharp 
rise in methylmercury production in the Muskrat Falls 
reservoir within 120 hours that can remain elevated for 
several decades. Methylmercury exposures of Inuit living 

around Lake Melville are currently higher than the Canadian 
population, and will increase significantly after flooding 
unless the reservoir is fully cleared. Rigolet residents are at a 
higher risk of increased methylmercury exposure compared 
with Inuit living in the Upper Lake Melville area due to their 
greater reliance on locally-harvested food. 

“I am a father of three children, and Rigolet is our home. 
Families like mine regularly rely on Lake Melville for food,” 
says Nunatsiavut’s Lands and Natural Resources Minister 
Darryl Shiwak. “If the Muskrat Falls project continues on 
the current path, we are going to see a significant increase in 
methylmercury exposure to our families. That is not accept-
able, especially when something can be done about it.”

The Nunatsiavut Government will hold public informa-
tion sessions this week in Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Mud 
Lake, North West River and Rigolet to provide overview of 
the Lake Melville Scientific Report. Electronic copies of the 
Lake Melville Scientific Report, as well as a Summary for 
Policymakers, which draws a number of conclusions and 
lays out four key recommendations, can be found at  
www.makemuskratright.com

A news conference was held in St. John’s on April 18 to release the Lake Melville Scientific Report. From left: Academic program lead,  Dr. 
Trevor Bell, Professor of Geography with Memorial University; mercury researcher Dr. Elsie Sunderland, the Thomas D. Cabot Associate 
Professor of Environmental Science and Engineering in the Harvard John A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied Science; Tom Shel-
don, Nunatsiavut’s Director of Environment; President Sarah Leo; and Lands and Natural Resources Minister Darryl Shiwak.
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The 2016 federal budget will provide funding to help ad-
dress the ongoing housing crisis, as well as offset the rising 
cost of living in Nunatsiavut, says President Sarah Leo.

“We are pleased that the budget has set aside $15 mil-
lion over two years for affordable housing for Nunatsiavut,” 
says President Sarah Leo. “Although further investments 
are needed, this is a good first step in helping us deal with 
the serious housing crisis in our communities, particularly 
in Nain and Hopedale. We look forward to learning further 
details on how this money will be distributed and under what 
conditions. We also look forward to working with the Gov-
ernment of Canada in identifying further ways to deal with 
the ongoing housing crisis.”

The budget proposes to provide $64.5 million over five 

Nunatsiavut will officially have a new President on 
May 4. Johannes Lampe – a former Minister of Cul-
ture, Recreation and Tourism and Ordinary Member 
for Nain in the Nunatsiavut Assembly – was acclaimed 
President on April 7. He was the only candidate to be 
nominated for the position.

years, starting in 2016–17, and $13.8 million per year ongo-
ing to expand Nutrition North Canada – a national program 
which provides residents in northern isolated communities 
with improved access to perishable nutritious foods. As well, 
the Northern Residents Deduction will increase from $16.50 
to $22 for residents of Nunatsiavut.

The budget also proposes to invest $168.2 million over 
two years for cultural and recreational infrastructure, as well 
as up to $500 million over five years for a new program to 
extend and enhance broadband services in rural and remote 
communities. 

“While we are cautiously optimistic, we anticipate more 
positive news for Nunatsiavut as specific details of the bud-
get are released in the weeks ahead,” says President Leo.

$15 million for affordable housing  
highlights federal budget for Nunatsiavut

Lampe  
acclaimed President

The Nunatsiavut Government was a proud sponsor of this year’s  
Labrador Winter Games. Here, outgoing President Sarah Leo 
and the Games’ mascot, Snowff, take time to pose for a photo 
outside the Nunatsiavut Government office in Happy Valley-
Goose Bay.
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The Nunatsiavut Government’s 2016-17 balanced budget 
builds on the accomplishments of the past, while focusing 
on ways to ensure a brighter future for Beneficiaries of the 
Labrador Inuit Land Claims Agreement.

“A decade ago Labrador Inuit set course on a new journey 
– one filled with enthusiasm, dreams and hope,” said Act-
ing Finance, Human Resources and Information Technology 
Minister Darryl Shiwak. “Ten years of Continued Progress 
is something to be extremely proud of. With this budget, we 
are continuing to build on our successes, as we lay a solid 
foundation for the future.”

Of the $83,481,000 budgeted for the 2016-17 fiscal year, 
which begins April 1, a total of $58,344,000 is being set 
aside under the Fiscal Financing Agreement (FFA), which 
is negotiated between the Nunatsiavut Government and the 
governments of Canada and Newfoundland and Labrador. 
The FFA ensures funding is provided to the Nunatsiavut 
Government for the provision of programs and services to 
Inuit and other persons living in Inuit communities, at levels 
reasonably comparable to those generally prevailing in 
communities of similar size and circumstances in Labrador. 
Other sources of revenue include personal income taxes and 
Goods and Services Tax (GST), received as part of tax agree-
ments with the Government of Canada, and income earned 
on investments.

Housing
Addressing housing needs remains a major priority for the 
Nunatsiavut Government. This year’s budget will enable 
an inter-departmental working group to continue with the 
development of a long-term housing strategy. Funds have 
been committed to research housing designs for sub-arctic 
environments, as well as to carry out geo-technical surveys 
in Postville, Makkovik and Rigolet- assisting in community 
planning for future development. As well, the committee will 
research and prepare a report on housing delivery models 
based on a review of programs across the country - a sig-
nificant first step in the discussion and debate of where we 
go with respect to housing in Nunatsiavut, notes Minister 
Shiwak.

This year’s budget also sets aside a total of $2.6 million 
for Torngat Regional Housing Association – an increase of 
about four per cent over last year’s allocation.

Energy Security
The Nunatsiavut Secretariat will continue to explore alterna-
tive sources of energy for Nunatsiavut in 2016-17. A consul-
tant was engaged last year to assess current and future en-

ergy needs, as well as energy security and to assist with the 
development of a long-term energy strategy. That plan, notes 
Minister Shiwak, will look at innovative ways to achieve 
energy security, including green energy. The work is in the 
final stages of completion, and the strategy is anticipated to 
be completed this year. 

Infrastructure
Funds have been allocated to the Department of Health and 
Social Development to begin the process of acquiring new 
office and program space in Hopedale, as current facilities 
are inadequate.  

Phase II of the Illusuak Cultural Centre in Nain is nearing 
completion. The Nunatsiavut Government was able to secure 
external funding during the 2015-2016 fiscal year to carry 
out much of the work. As such, the funds budgeted in last 
year’s financial plan were not expended and have been car-
ried over to this year.

Other highlights
• Through this year’s budget, the Nunatsiavut Government 
will continue to invest in the Inuit Bachelor of Education 
Program.
• The Department of Health and Social Development’s Youth 
Division will be restructured to allow for the hiring of a Re-
gional Youth Services/Program Coordinator, focused on the 
delivery of youth programs and services. This position will 
oversee the development of a youth strategy and action plan.
• The development of heritage and cultural-related projects 
and programming for Nunatsiavut will become the respon-
sibility of the new curator-type position, budgeted under 
the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism. This 
position will be integral in the development of the exhibit 
requirements of Illusuak as well as our archaeological col-
lections grow. 
• An Arts and Crafts Development Officer will be hired 
by the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism to 
advance economic development opportunities in the arts 
and crafts sector. The position will be essential in creating 
visibility and new markets for current artists, and provide 
opportunities for professional development for existing and 
emerging artists and craftspeople.
• Funding has also been set aside to support other ongo-
ing programs, including the Lake Melville Baseline Envi-
ronmental Study, the Sustainable Communities Initiative, 
Going Off, Growing Strong, Inuktitut programming, Hebron 
ambassador program and restoration work, and on-going 
archaeological work. 

Budget 2016-17 aims to build on continued progress
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The Department of Education and Economic Development 
is partnering with the Newfoundland and Labrador English 
School District in the development of a new high school 
credit course focused on the Inuit of Nunatsiavut.  

Currently going by the name “Inuit Society & Culture”, 
this two-credit course is being piloted in three Nunatsiavut 
schools:  Jens Haven Memorial in Nain; Amos Comenius 
Memorial in Hopedale; and Northern Lights Academy in 
Rigolet.  In keeping with the efforts to include as much  
Inuit language and culture in the course, it was only fitting  
to have an Inuktitut name with Inuit Society and Culture  

The Nunatsiavut Government has issued a loan guarantee of 
up to $750,000 to support commercial borrowing by Torngat 
Fish Producers Cooperative Society Ltd. for the period of 
May 1 to December 31, 2016.

“The fishery is an integral part of Labrador Inuit culture 
and Nunatsiavut’s economy,” says Acting Finance, Human 
Resources and Information Technology Minister Darryl Shi-
wak. “Torngat Fish Producers Co-operative is the only fish 
plant operator in Nunatsiavut that supports Inuit harvesters 
and provides meaningful employment to many Beneficiaries 
of the Labrador Inuit Land Claims Agreement.”

The Nunatsiavut Government has provided an annual 

‘Our People and Our Culture’

Nunatsiavut Government provides loan guarantee  
to Torngat Fish Producers Cooperative Society Ltd.

The Hon. Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Indigenous and 
Northern Affairs Canada, met with the Nunatsiavut 
Government on April 5 to discuss a number of ongoing 
issues, including housing, the Illusuak Cultural Centre, 
broadband, downstream impacts of the Muskrat Falls 
project, a national Inuit Suicide Prevention Strategy and 
the Nain airstrip. Minister Bennett was accompanied by 
her Parliamentary Secretary, Labrador MP Yvonne Jones. 
The Minister was slated to travel to Nain, but was unable 
to do so because of inclement weather. The meeting took 
place at the Nunatsiavut Government office in Happy 
Valley-Goose Bay, with President Sarah Leo and Culture, 
Recreation and Tourism Minister Sean Lyall joining in 
by telephone. From left, Health and Social Development 
Minister Greg Flowers, MP Jones, Minister Bennett, and 
Education and Economic Development Minister Patricia 
Kemuksigak.

Meeting with Minister Bennett

being kept as a sub-title. 
A contest was launched to the five Nunatsiavut schools 

for Grades 8 and up looking for a new title for the course  
that had meaning to our region.  The title could be in Inukti-
tut or English.  After receiving over 20 submissions, the  
winner was Danika Mitchell, a Grade 8 student from J.C.  
Erhardt Memorial in Makkovik with her entry “Inovut 
PiusituKavullu” which translates in English to “Our People 
and Our Culture”.  Danika was awarded an iPad-mini at her 
school’s Christmas concert in December.

loan guarantee to the company since 2007.
“This guarantee, which has security attached, will allow 

the company to make overdrafts from their operating line 
during the key months of its operations,” notes the Minister. 
“The Nunatsiavut Government has never had to act on this 
guarantee.” 

“We are committed to advancing the commercial fishery 
in Nunatsiavut, and we greatly appreciate the continued sup-
port of the Nunatsiavut Government in providing benefit to 
harvesters and our plant workers,” says Keith Watts, General 
Manager of Torngat Fish Producers Co-operative.
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Living Allowances
The Nunatsiavut Executive Council approved an increase 
in the living allowance rates for post- secondary students as 
follows:

1.  Effective January 1, 2016 the student living allowance 
for students in the Post-Secondary Student Support Pro-
gram (PSSSP) and Inuit Pathways (IP) shall increase by 15 
per cent.
2.  The Department of Education and Economic Develop-
ment shall commence to develop an incentive program to 
increase the number of students from Nunatsiavut commu-
nities who undertake post-secondary studies.
3.  Effective January 1, 2016 PSSSP students who travel to 
St. John’s, NL to attend post-secondary education and who 
cannot find placements in student or family residences 
provided by educational institutions shall receive a hous-
ing subsidy of 30% of their rental costs up to a maximum 
of $250.00 per month.  This increase shall be in effect until 
the review in part five below is completed.
4. Effective January 1, 2016 PSSSP students who travel 
to Happy Valley-Goose Bay, NL to attend post-secondary 
education and who cannot find placement in student or 
family residences provided by educational institutions 
shall receive a housing subsidy of 30 per cent of their 
rental costs up to a maximum of $500 per month. This 
increase shall be in effect until the review described in part 
5 below is completed.
5.  The Department of Education and Economic Develop-
ment shall undertake a full and comprehensive review of 
funding options for post-secondary students which is to 
be completed (by way of a written report to the Executive 
Council complete with recommendations no later than 
December 31, 2018.

It is important for students to note that in order to apply 
for the subsidy they must show proof of having applied for 
residence in accordance with the institutions guidelines and 
have received a rejection letter. In addition they must show 
proof of rental costs in the form of a signed lease agreement 
or rental contract.

Travel Policy
In November 2015 the Nunatsiavut Executive Council ap-
proved a travel policy change for students from Labrador. 
The change allows Post-Secondary Student Support Program 
and Inuit Pathways Program who must leave their home 
communities in order to attend full-time post-secondary 
studies the option to travel to any institution that offers their 
program choice in Atlantic Canada. This change was made 
after taking into consideration the high rental rates, the short-
age of affordable housing and the lack of transportation in 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay and Labrador West.  This policy 
was brought into effect in December 2015.

Please note, this policy does not apply to students who 
live in a community where their program choice is offered in 
their community.

The PSSSP Scholarships 
• Josh Pamak is the recipient of the Level I Academic 
Achievement Scholarship. Josh is in his second year of an 
Electrical Engineering Technician Program.

• Sandra Hollett is the recipient of the Level II Academic 
Achievement Scholarship. Sandra is in year four of a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts Program. She is doing a year of studies 
in Japan this year arranged through Memorial University, 
Grenfell Campus.

• Vyann Andersen is the recipient of the Special Performance 
Award for Academic Excellence in her Level I Program of 
Mental Health and Addictions. The Special Performance 
Award is recommended by PSSSP staff when they see per-
sons overcome challenges to pursue post-secondary studies 
and achieve above average grades. 

• Tracey Doherty is the recipient of the Nunatsiavut Specified 
Program Award for Academic Excellence. Tracey achieved 
the highest marks in her program, assists other students with 
studies and is now an approved tutor for English.

Long-term Employees
• Margery White completed 30 years of service June 2015.

• Lucy Brennan completed 30 years of service February 
2016.

• Jodie Lane completed 15 years of service July 2015.

• Bobbi Shiwak completed 15 years of service November 
2015.

• Peggy Montague will have completed 10 years of service  
in March 2016

Post-Secondary Student Support Program Update

2016 – 2017 Assembly calendar 
Spring ...............................................June 6
Summer ................................September 19
Fall ....................................... November 21 
Winter ........................................January 23 
Winter ............................................March 6
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By Ossie Michelin
The backroom of the Makkovik Craft Centre is filled with 
tables piled high with roles of material, scraps, thread, sew-
ing machines and other tools of the trade. Most days you’ll 
find Chantelle Andersen here working at her sewing machine 
or finishing up a project from the evening before.
The Craft Centre sells raw materials like wool, duffle, seal-
skin, and moose hide to local craft producers who then bring 
what they made back to the store, in the front of the building, 
to sell on commission. 

Andersen, a fresh-faced 29-year-old seamstress, has just 
finished leading classes teaching Christmas knitted stockings 
at the Women’s Sewing Group. She has been working with 
the Craft Centre for the last two years.

“I’m still a little nervous teaching classes,” says Ander-
sen, who admits she learns just as much from the crafters as 
they learn from her. “It’s crazy when you sit down with three 
or four people that already know how to sew, and they learn 
so much from each other. There’s so much that people know 
and then everyone can just share.”

Everyone that comes to the Women’s Sewing group has 
their own strengths and ways of doing things. 

“There’s really not just one way to do it,” explains An-
dersen, “I might do it one way and someone else might do 
it another completely different way, and we’ll bounce ideas 
back and forth and learn a new way might be easier for me to 
do.”

Andersen, who studied at the Anna Templeton Centre For 
Craft Art and Design in St. John’s, acts as a repository and 
facilitator of crafting in her community. She learns whatever 
she can from elders and the more experienced seamstresses, 
and shares it with everyone who wants to learn.

She asks community members what they would like to 
work on and then organizes the sewing groups around that 
theme. 

However, Andersen says, if there is one favourite among 
the ladies of the Sewing Group it is dickie making. Dickies 
are traditional Nunatsiavut winter jackets. Each of the five 
communities in Nunatsiavut has their own style of dickie and 
Makkovik is no different.

“They’ve each got a completely different style,” explains 
Andersen, “different thickness, different material, and differ-
ent design. We use a quilted lining, and when you go north 
to Nain they put in an extra lining of duffle. When you look 
at the pattern it’s also different – in Nain they have a more 
pointed hood and here we don’t.”

Dickie making always draws a large crowd, explains 
Andersen, as people are interested in sharing patterns so they 
can take it home and work on it on their own. While people 
can order jackets of any kind online or buy them at stores, 
Andersen points out, “it’s more meaningful when you make 
it yourself.”

She says that people in Makkovik recognize that making 
dickies is an important tradition that must be kept alive. 

“If we can’t teach it then no one will learn, and then no 
one will know how.”

Andersen says the sewing circle is a wealth of knowledge 
that is keeping sewing and crafting traditions in her commu-
nity alive and strong.

“I’m only 29 and I can make dickies, but I still can’t 
make them like they used to be made and there are only a 
few people here that really know how, so I try to take what 
they know and teach everybody else so at least the tradition 
will carry on.”

Dickie Making in the Makkovik Craft Centre
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The Nunatsiavut Government has participated in Northern 
Lights Conference, Canada’s premiere Arctic and North 
showcase,  since its inception in 2008 at varying levels – 
depending on the event’s theme, focus and agenda. 

Some 150 exhibitors and more than 1,300 delegates 
participated in this year’s event, held at the Shaw Conven-
tion Centre in Ottawa from January 26 to 31. The event 
featured conference sessions, a trade show, workshops and 
an arts and crafts pavilion, and also provided an opportunity 
for meetings with federal and provincial politicians and of-
ficials, as well as businesses, groups and agencies. 

President Sarah Leo led the Nunatsiavut Government 
delegation which included other members of the Nunatsia-
vut Executive Council and support staff. The President also 
presented during a session, titled Education & Research: 
Collaboration of Academics and Traditional Knowledge. 
Prior to the start of the session, the President of the National 
Film Board of Canada, Claude Joli-Coeur, launched the new 
boxed film set, Unikkausivut ― Nunatsiavut, which fea-
tures four decades of Labrador Inuit history and culture. Mr. 
Joli-Coeur presented the first copies to President Leo and 
Newfoundland and Labrador Premier Dwight Ball.

The Nunatsiavut Government also held a workshop on 
Making Muskrat Right, presented by the Deputy Minister of 
Lands and National Resources, Carl McLean. The workshop 
provided an overview of the campaign, as well as results of 
the Harvard study into the downstream effects of the Musk-

The Nunatsiavut Government has received a 
Manning Award of Excellence in the Preservation 
of Historic Places (international category) for the 
Hebron Mission restoration initiative. Nunatsiavut 
President Sarah Leo accepted the award during a 
ceremony in St. John’s on March 17.

Through the Manning Awards, the Historic 
Sites Association of Newfoundland and Labra-
dor (HSA), recognizes and celebrates the work 
of individuals, communities, and organizations 
in preserving and presenting Newfoundland and 
Labrador’s history and heritage. 

The awards were established in 1993 as a 
tribute to the late Bill Manning, for his outstanding 
contribution to the preservation and development 
of the National Historic Sites of Canada located in 
the province, and for involving local communities 
in the process.

rat Falls project in relation to methyl-mercury contamina-
tion. The session was attended by about 50 people.

As well, the Nunatsiavut Government hosted the docu-
mentary premiere of Trapped in a Human Zoo, based on 
Abraham Ulrikab’s diary. Given the high interest in the 
premiere, a second showing was held. 

A booth was also set up at the trade exhibition, specifi-
cally promoting Inuit businesses and economic development 
within Nunatsiavut.

Formal meetings were held with Fisheries and Oceans 
Minister Hunter Tootoo, Public Works and Procurement 
Minister Judy Foote, Premier Ball, and Labrador MP Yvonne 
Jones. Side meetings were held with federal Health Minister 
Jane Philpott  and Indigenous and Northern Affairs Minister 
Carolyn Bennett, as well as  provincial Business, Tourism, 
Culture and Rural Development Minister Christopher Mitch-
elmore and  Environment and Conservation Minister Perry 
Trimper. Meetings were also held with several departments 
and agencies, including Canadian Heritage and ACOA.

Nunatsiavur Government delegatess were actively involved 
in conference sessions, participated in numerous side meet-
ings and generated a high level of visibility – at both the 
conference and the trade exhibitions. Nunatsiavut artists as 
well as Labrador Inuit businesses also received prominent 
exposure at trade expedition as well as at the arts and crafts 
pavilion.

Northern Lights Conference

Hebron project receives Manning Award


