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The impacts of food insecurity on the health and well-being of our people are severe, and the 

results of a survey conducted in each of the five Labrador Inuit communities, which were 

recently released, gives us a clearer picture of just how serious this issue is. 

 

It is the first comprehensive survey of its kind for any Inuit region in Canada that specifically 

explored food insecurity levels for each community in a region. The data we received will help 

enable us to make informed decisions in our attempt to address concerns over food insecurity. 

 

In early April, as part of ITK’s Executive Arctic Tour, which I speak more on shortly, 

participants were split up into groups and were each given a scenario where they had to feed a 

family for one week.  There were different family circumstances, with different levels of income. 

The participants found it very difficult to make ends meet in many cases.   

 

Arctic Tour 

The Arctic Tour is an annual event organized by ITK involving senior-level federal government 

executives. The tour visits each Inuit region every four years. The group visited all Nunatsiavut 

communities, as well as Voisey’s Bay and Muskrat Falls, this year and got a good appreciation 

of some of the challenges we face, but they also learned a lot about us as a people, our culture 

and way of life.  

 

It was a pleasure to accompany the group throughout the tour. I want to thank all of the 

Assembly members and staff who assisted in making this tour a huge success, particularly at the 

community level. 

 

Negotiations 

Work is progressing on the renewal of the Labrador Inuit Land Claims Agreement 

Implementation Plan. The original 10-year plan expired on March 31 of last year. We agreed to 

roll over that plan until we are able to finalize a new plan and negotiations on related funding. 

We are hopeful the new plan will be finalized soon.  

 

Negotiations are also continuing on our Fiscal Financing Agreement and Own Source Revenue 

Agreements with the Government of Canada, and we have completed negotiations on an Impacts 

and Benefits Agreement on the Mealy Mountains National Park. 

 

Last month I was part of a Canadian delegation that visited the United Nations to celebrate the 

10th anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This 

declaration basically outlines the rights of Indigenous to self-determination, traditional lands, 

territories and resources, education, culture, health, and development. Despite this declaration, it 

has yet to be formally implemented by the Government of Canada – although there is a 

commitment to do so.  

 

We urged the Government of Canada to live up to this commitment, as doing so would surely 

send a strong message that it is serious about true reconciliation with Inuit and Canada’s other 

indigenous peoples. 
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Children in Care 

Too many of our children are in the care of others outside of our communities.  As a Government 

we feel it is imperative that immediate steps be taken to address ongoing concerns.  

 

In early May, Health and Social Development Minister Greg Flowers and I raised our concerns 

once again during a meeting with Premier Dwight Ball and Children, Seniors and Social 

Development Minister Sherry Gambin-Walsh. We put forward a number of recommendations on 

how we can deal with this issue. We are hopeful some progress will be made as a result of that 

meeting.  

 

We are of the view that many our concerns can be resolved if the Government of Newfoundland 

and Labrador honor the spirit and intent of the Labrador Inuit Land Claims Agreement. It is 

deeply concerning and troubling for us that we often find ourselves having to remind the 

Province of its responsibilities under LILCA. Unless there is a major shift in the way the 

Province deals with us, I fear not much is going to change. 

 

Leaders Roundtable 

I received a letter from Premier Ball on March 4 inviting me to participate in the inaugural 

Leaders Roundtable with other Indigenous leaders and organizations throughout the province as 

part of The Way Forward initiative. In response, I made it quite clear that we felt this was not the 

appropriate forum for the Nunatsiavut Government and the Government of Newfoundland and 

Labrador to engage in discussions on matters that affect our people and our communities. 

 

Our land claims agreement defines our relationship with the Government of Newfoundland and 

Labrador, and the Government of Canada. 

 

The Roundtable included native friendship centers and other groups – none of which have a land 

claim or any clear processes to deal specifically with the Government of Newfoundland and 

Labrador.  

 

We are not an Indigenous organization or group which simply provides programs and services, 

and to lump all of us under the same umbrella is, in my view, disrespectful, minimizes our 

existence as a government and certainly shows a lack of understanding of our land claims 

agreement. 

 

We did agree, however, to have Minister Flowers and his Deputy Minister, Michelle Kinney, 

participate on behalf of the Nunatsiavut Government. 

 

 

 


