
The Nunatsiavut Government and our research partners spent more than four years ensuring that science, 

traditional Inuit knowledge and the precautionary principle were at the forefront of evidence-based policy and 

decision-making with respect to the potential downstream effects of the Muskrat Falls hydroelectric project. 

 

The research allowed us to expand our understanding of methylmercury and the potential consequences on the 

health and wellbeing of our people, on our culture and a way of life. We became knowledgeable and then 

capable of linking our concerns with others throughout Labrador, Newfoundland, the country and other parts 

of the world. 

 

This research and traditional knowledge guided us, and helped lay the foundation for our Make Muskrat Right 

campaign. 

 

When I stood with Innu Grand Chief Qupee and NunatuKavut President Todd Russell during what is known as 

the “Rally in the Valley” this past June I sensed something very powerful was about to take place. I was moved 

by the overwhelming support we received from people from all walks of life – people who came together to 

stand up for what they believed in. I believe we started to make progress that day, but we knew that much work 

still needed to be done. 

 

We continued to push forward with our campaign, so much so that it sparked a movement – one of unity, of 

strength and determination. 

 

I want to thank all Beneficiaries of the Labrador Inuit Land Claims Agreement, the land protectors and 

supporters for the tremendous role they played in our fight to protect the health and wellbeing of our people, as 

well as our culture and way of life. I also want to acknowledge the leadership of Grand Chief Qupee and 

President Russell, and to thank them for standing alongside us in what has been a very difficult and trying 

time, not only for Labrador Inuit, but for many throughout Labrador. 

 

Our Muskrat Right campaign ignited a flame, but it was the people who carried the torch. It was this growing 

movement, I believe, that pressured the Premier and the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador to finally 

admit that Muskrat was wrong, and that it was time to make it right. 

 

The Premier reached out to me, Grand Chief Qupee and President Russell on October 20, days before the land 

protectors arrived onsite and virtually shut the project down. We met with the Premier, Environment and 

Climate Change Minister Perry Trimper, Natural Resources Minister Siobhan Coady and Labrador’s other 

three MHAs on October 25 in St. John’s. At the beginning of the meeting we all agreed that our main focus 

would be on protecting health, culture and a way of life. 

 

I believe the commitments that were made during that meeting are unprecedented for a project of the 

magnitude of Muskrat Falls. With respect to the initial-phase of flooding, the Premier presented us with seven 

engineering reports that indicated water levels would have to rise this winter in order to protect the structural 

integrity of the project. We asked that no flooding take place until those reports were independently reviewed. 

 

We engaged the services of two independent experts, both with expertise in river ice engineering, to review the 

reports. The experts were instructed to critically evaluate the need for first-phase flooding, identify the 

minimum acceptable water level rise, and advise on how the duration of the water level rise might be kept to a 

minimum during the ice season. 

 

We released those assessments on November 5. Both confirmed the rationale and the need to initiate the first 

phase of flooding this winter. As Indigenous leaders, Grand Chief Qupee, President Russell and I agreed to 

allow water levels to rise to the minimal acceptable level. All along we have been led to believe that level 

would be seven meters, bringing levels from the existing18 meters to 25. What we do know from scientific 

research is that much of that area has already been seasonally flooded, sometimes as much as 50 per cent, and 

that the production of methylmercury in this area would be minimal. 



We also know, again based on scientific evidence, that some areas are already inundated by water, such as 

bogs and marshes, where full clearing would make little or no difference on the amount of methylmercury 

entering into the ecosystem. Furthermore, scientific evidence has shown that methylmercury production peaks 

during the warmer months, and slows in the colder months. 

 

In order to minimize the impact of methylmercury as a result of the first phase of flooding, the Government of 

Newfoundland and Labrador has committed to ordering Nalcor to bring water levels back to normal, after the 

winter months, so that organic material, such as trees, shrubs and topsoil, can be removed from the reservoir 

area – again, on the advice of scientific experts. To our knowledge, this has never been done before anywhere 

in Canada, perhaps the world. 

 

There was also agreement in establishing an Independent Expert Advisory Committee, to be comprised of 

representatives of the Nunatsiavut Government, Innu Nation, NunatuKavut Community Council, and federal, 

provincial and municipal governments. This committee will be mandated to seek an independent, evidence-

based approach that will inform other decisions in relation to the project. It will also determine and recommend 

options for mitigating human health concerns related to methylmercury throughout the entire reservoir and in 

the Lake Melville ecosystem. Mitigation measures will be realized through utilizing best available science that 

incorporates Indigenous traditional knowledge. Work is progressing on having this committee established. 

 

This was a long and hard-fought campaign, and we realize there is still much work that needs to be done. Our 

job now is to ensure the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador honors its commitments. By doing so, we 

will ensure Inuit health, culture and a way of life is protected. After all, that was what this campaign was all 

about. 


